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PREMIERMABUYANEURGESCITIZENSTOSTAYALERTASTHECOVID-19

FOURTHWAVECREEPSINTOTHEEASTERNCAPEANDCONVEYS

CONDOLENCESTOTHEFAMILYOFAKSDINITIATEWHODIEDONSATURDAY

EasternCapePremierLubabaloOscarMabuyanehascalledoncitizenstoremain

onhighalertastheCovid-19fourthwaveslowlycreepsin.

ThePremierwasspeakingfollowingthepresentationofanupdatereportonthe

implementation of the provincialCovid-19 response strategy.The report

presentedtotheExtendedProvincialCoronavirusCommandCouncilchairedby

PremierMabuyanethisafternoonshowsthat,theprovincialpositivityratehas

increasedto17,8% with3913new casesreportedthisweekcomparedto136

casesintheweekbeforethat,raisingconcernsthatthefourthwaveisnearer.

Therecoveryratehasdroppedto93,4%.

ThenumberofindividualshospitalisedduetoCovid-19isstilllowcomparedto

previouswaves,ofthe291hospitaladmissions,278areingeneralwardsand

thereisalowerneedofoxygenationonadmission.
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Medicalspecialistsareconductingallnecessaryscientifictestsandmonitoring

thesituationclosely.

“Wewishtoreiteratethatvaccinationremainsthemainstrategytoprevent

severeinfectionsandlowertheriskofadmissionsanddeathofthoseinfected,”

saidMabuyane.“Wearerampingupthevaccinationofthetargetpopulations

whileensuringthereadinessofhealthfacilities(provideoxygenandbedsfor

children),increasetesting and screening,communitycasemanagement,”he

added.

“Oneofourconcernsisthefactthatthosebetweentheages20– 39years

currentlymakeup41,8%ofhospitaladmissionscomparedtothepreviouswaves

whichlargelyimpactedtheelderly,”addedMabuyane.Mostofthoseinhospitals

areingeneralwardswithlessrequiringoxygenorintensivecare.

Thereremainsariskofnon-compliancetoAlertLevel1regulationsandlapsesin

therespectofnon-pharmaceuticalinterventionsfurtherpresentedbycultural

eventswhicharepronetoattractgatheringsofpeopleinlargegroups.

TheSouthAfricanCovid-19ModellingConsortium hasfurtherindicatedinits

reporttodaythattheBuffaloCityMetroMunicipalityhasenteredthefourthwave

whileallotherregionsintheEasternCapesustainedincreaseinthenumberof

newinfections.

“Weencourageallcitizenstocomeforwardforvaccination,includingthosewho

havenotcompletedtheircourseaswellasthosewhohaveregisteredbutremain

notvaccinated.Itisinallourinteresttovaccinatetoreducetheriskofthe

calamityexperiencedinthepast,”saidMabuyane.“Oureconomyisstrugglingto

recoverandwemustatallcostsavoidanysituationthatmayleadtoanother

lockdown.”

Keystatisticsaboutvaccination:

 3090619vaccinesadministeredasof10December2021

o 804367J&J

o 2286 252Pfizer
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 19402SisonkeBoosterVaccineDosesadministered

 2098554Individualsvaccinated

 42%amongvaccineeligiblepopulation

 Female:Maleratio60%:40%

Meanwhile,PremierMabuyanehassenthiscondolencestothefamilyofan18-

year-oldinitiatewhodiedintheKingSabathaDalindyeboMunicipality(KSD)in

Mthatha.

Itisallegedthattheinitiatedrownedandsuccumbedtodeathafterbeingforced

byikhankatha(care-giver)toswim withotherinitiates.Itisreportedthatthe

initiatehadrefusedtoswim,indicatingtoikhankathathathecannotswim.The

otherinitiateshavesubsequentlyreportedthattheman(ikhankathatha)whowas

responsiblefortheircareduringtheirstayinthebushhadbeenabusivetowards

them.

PremierMabuyanehadcondemnedinthestrongesttermsthebehaviorthathas

beenattributedtothisparticularkhankatha,sayingthatparentshadentrusted

theirchildrentohiscare.“Itcannotbethattheverypersonwhoissupposedto

takecareandprotecttheseyounginitiateswhileinthebushbecomestheir

tormenter”.

Hisdeathbringsto19thenumberofinitiateswhohavediedintheEasternCape

sincethestartofthesummerinitiationseason.
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